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Six Latin American labor ministers commenced a week-long series of discussions Aug. 31 in
Brasilia focused on "democratic labor administration" during the present crisis. The ministers from
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela were in agreement that the foreign debt
burden is forestalling social progress, and thus threatening democracy in the region. Statements by
the Argentine, Brazilian, Peruvian, Uruguayan and Venezuelan officials supported the necessity of
a political solution to the problem by debtor nations. In an opening speech on Monday, Brazilian
Foreign Minister Roberto de Abreu Sodre said, "We cannot pay the debt with the sacrifice and
hunger of workers in our countries." Brazil's labor minister, citing Argentine President Raul
Alfonsin, declared that on the one hand, industrialized nations "encourage" Latin American
nations to consolidate their young democracies, and complain about our lack of timeliness in
"paying a debt which is strangling us." Meanwhile, he said, the same nations implement policies
which "discriminate against us." In this regard, the minister mentioned policies which lead
to rising interest rates; and subsidization of products competing with Latin American exports.
The Venezuelan minister asserted that payment of the debt does not appear to be practical by
"traditional methods," i.e., reduction of domestic demand and public spending, import cutbacks
and increased export production. Such methods, he said, in today's world have had only negative
effects on society, "with unpredictable social and political consequences." Next, all ministers and
accompanying delegations expressed concern about what they called the "lost generation." In many
countries, more young people are entering the job market in the 1980s and are faced with fewer
opportunities to achieve career ambitions, or even a living wage, than at any time since the 1950s.
(Basic data from AFP, 09/02/87)
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